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LEGISLATIVE MINUTE with Heidi Sterner

 

Congress Returns to Session

Members of Congress return to Washington this week from a week-long District work period over the

July 4th holiday.  With only 29 legislative days left in 2014 and four weeks until to the August Recess,

Congress is expected to be more focused on the Midterm Elections in November, than on legislating. 

Key legislative initiatives pending prior to the November Elections include:

reconciling the differences between House and Senate passed legislation to improve access to

veterans health care;

a short-term funding fix for the Highway Trust Fund;

an extension of the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act (TRIA); and

legislation to continue funding the operations of the federal government

Congress will have until October 1st to pass legislation to avert a government shutdown.  In addition,

House Republicans plan to vote on legislation to authorize a lawsuit to challenge President Obama’s

use of executive action, a move intended to energize the Republican base prior to the Elections, which

Democrats believe will be perceived as an overreach and backfire.

CMS Proposes an Increase in Medicare Hospital Payments and Updates to Physician

Reimbursements

On Friday, CMS released proposed rules outlining 2015 Medicare payment changes to the physician

fee schedule and hospital outpatient services among other items.  CMS also aimed to increase

transparency in establishing physician payment rates through a new public notice and comment

process for 2016.  Comments on the proposed rules are due to CMS by September 2nd

Commonwealth Fund Assesses Enrollment and Success of the ACA

In a published article in the New England Journal of Medicine, the Commonwealth Fund’s David

Blumenthal and Sara Collins provide initial assessments related to those obtaining health insurance

coverage as a result of the ACA.  The authors note that overall, approximately 20 million Americans

have gained coverage as of May 1, 2014 and go on to note:
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Approximately 7.8 million men and women ages 19 to 25 enrolled in a parent’s plan last year –

most would have been ineligible to do so without the Law;

The Congressional Budget Office estimates that 5 million people will purchase coverage directly

from an insurer this year; and

Six months after the launch of the ACA’s coverage provisions, 6 million people had enrolled in

Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance Program.

 Additionally, the authors conclude:

 The wholesale repeal of the ACA is unlikely given the number of consumers benefiting from the

ACA;

There could be significant modifications to the Law;

Consumers in states that have not expanded Medicaid will not benefit as much as others,

potentially increasing disparities across regions; and

The next hurdle to address is to develop and spread innovative approaches to health care delivery that

provide greater quality at lower costs.

New Poll Finds Americans’ Approval of the Health Care Reform Law has Remained Unchanged,

but Impressions of the Law are Based on Experience Rather than Media 

On Wednesday, July 2, a new Kaiser Family Foundation poll found that while approval of the Health

Care Reform Law has remained constant over the past several months, Americans are now beginning

to base their opinion of the Law from personal experiences, rather than what they hear in the media. 

Specifically, 45% of respondents expressed an unfavorable view of the Law, while 39% have a positive

opinion of the Law.  In March, 2014, 46% had an unfavorable view of the Law, while 38% had a

favorable view.  Approval of the Law continues to be divided based on Political Party identification, with

66% of Democrats approving of the Law, while 74% of Republicans disapprove of the Law.  The poll

also found that 31% of Independents have a favorable view, while 53% have an unfavorable view of

the Law.  As the Health Care Reform Law continues to be implemented, 37% of respondents say their

opinion of the Law is based on what they have seen and heard on television and radio and in

newspapers, which is down from 44% in February, 2014, and from 43% in February, 2013.  Moreover,

48% of Americans now say their impression of the Law is based on their own experience, or the

experience of their family and friends, which is up from 41% in February, 2014, and 36% in February,

2013. 

Some interesting reading if you like politics - http://cookpolitical.com/file/

2014_Political_Environment_20140708.pdf

Graphs, charts, public opinion etc. My favorite is the “Party Identification” chart that shows

that in Gallop Poll, 24% identify with the Republican party, 28% identify with the Democratic

party and 46% identify as Independent. This is what gives me have hope that maybe elected

officials will eventually start working together towards the middle, where most Americans

identify themselves.
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